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This research is on the development of indicators of social competence in
students according to the needs of the labor market in the context of Thailand. The
objectives were: 1) to study the components of the indicators of social competence
according to labor market needs; 2) to develop the indicators of social competence of
students according to the needs of the labor market; 3) to compare the social
competences of CO-OP and Non CO-OP students; and 4) to study causal factors
affecting the social competence of students. The population and sample consisted of
personnel in organizations or entrepreneurs. A purposive sampling, total of 30 samples
were collected from online questionnaires, and 9 samples were semi-structured
interviews via telephone and online methods. Moreover, the sample group was
composed of 402 students affiliated with higher education institutions at business
undergraduate with multi-stage sampling, using the method of collecting data from
online questionnaires. It is a self-assessment of students' social competence.

In this research, the error was 0.05 to obtain accurate and reliable results.
Which has been processed, analyzed, and synthesized to create a model of affirmative
elements that affect students' social competence that is a linear structural relationship
model with latent variables. As a second-order confirmatory component analysis
model, which consists of two main dimensions: 1. The dimension of skills within
Intrapersonal skills consist of 3 variables: 1) self-responsibility skills 2) self-awareness
skills and 3) communication skills and 2. dimension of interpersonal skills consisted of
3 variables: 1) social relationship skills 2) team building skills and 3) social networking
skills. The indicators of social competencies developed by the researcher are
consistent with the empirical data at a good and acceptable level, with a direct

influence path in a positive direction.



In the overall picture of students' social competencies, it can be concluded
that there are students who practice cooperative education and students who do not
practice cooperative education. There was no statistically significant difference at the
0.05 level. When considering the self-assessment of students' social conﬁpetencies in
both dimensions, it was found that students who practiced cooperative education had

higher social competencies than students who did not practice cooperative education.

Research results on causal factors affecting the social competencies of
students According to the analysis of the personal factors of students, it was found
that the factors of experience in cooperative education practice have a direct influence
in the same direction as the family income factor, age factor, GPA factor, gender factor
and school factors that graduated from high school. Most of the individual factors of
the students had a weight of components in the low range. Therefore, there is no
influence on the social competencies of students, statistical significance at the 0.05

level.
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