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Abstract

The objective of this research was to study perceptions and factors affecting perceptions
of ASEAN Economic Community by undergraduate students in Thailand, with the main emphasis
on the perceptions by the undergraduate students studying at higher education institutions in
northeastern Thailand. The samplt;s consisted of 400 students. Questionnaires were used to collect

data, which were later analyzed by descriptive analysis method, means, percentage, t-test, and F-

Results of the study showed that the perceptions of ASEAN Economic Community by
undergraduate students were moderate, at 2.72, while analysis of the affecting factors suggested
that the most important factors were students’ interest, teachers’ instructions, course placements
in the curriculum, and informational influsnce of people around them, respectively. Besides, the
results showed that female students’ perceptions were higher than those of their male
counterparts; by years of study, it was found that B¢ vear students had higher perceptions than
those of 1" and 2 year students in matters of meanings, and ways to self-adjustments and the
benefits to gain from AEC, with statistical significance at .05; it was also found that in terms of

courses being studied, students had different perceptions only in meanings of AEC.
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