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SORACHAI CHAVANGKLANG : ENHANCING EFL STUDENTS’
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The purposes of the present study were 1) to investigate whether Web publishing
enhances EFL students to write; 2) and to determine how Web publishing affects
motivation to write in students with different fields of study, gender and levels of English
language ability. The participants were 239 first year students who enrolled English 1 in
the first semester of academic year 2005 at a vocational college in northeastern Thailand.
Participants wrote two essays for their English 1 course, one was to be published on a
website; the other was not for the Web publishing purpose. Result shows no significant
differences in students’ motivation as determined by the length and the scores of
published essays and unpublished essays. However, mean numbers of draft were found
to be significantly different at 0.05 level between published and unpublished essays
written by low English language ability female participants. It has also been found that in
many occasions published essays gain better results over the unpublished ones, mostly
from the low English language ability group, especially female. Moreover, some positive

results for published essays also found among students in the computer-related group.
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