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PARACH RUNGLEK: CONSIDERING THE CONCEPT OF ESPOO
CONVENTION AS A TOOL FOR TRANSBOUNDARY ENVIRONMENTAL
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TRANSBOUNDARY ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT (TEIA), THE ESPOO

CONVENTION, ASEAN AGREEMENT, THAILAND, SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

The study aims to conduct a gap analysis by comparing the experiences of Espoo
Convention implementation in ratified countries with the ASEAN context (focusing on
northern Thailand bordering Lao PDR) in dealing with transboundary impact to establish a
roadmap to apply the principles of transboundary environmental impact assessment (TEIA)
under the Espoo Convention in the context of ASEAN member states. This study employed
a qualitative research methodology comprising four steps: (1) documentary analysis of TEIA
challenges and solutions based on Espoo Convention implementation (investigated through
16 questionnaire cases, 6 committee reports) and ASEAN experiences, particularly
Thailand-Lao PDR (examined through relevant literature and 3 selected experiences); (2)
data coding using a hybrid deductive-inductive approach to integrate existing frameworks
and new insights; (3) thematic analysis with NVivo 14 software to identify experiences,
challenges, limitations, and key issues influencing TEIA implementation; and (4) gap
analysis to compare the desired outcomes of TEIA implementation under the Espoo
Convention with the current situation in ASEAN member countries, leading to the

development of a roadmap for strengthening TEIA in the ASEAN context.
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The study found that the Espoo Convention is a comprehensive legislative instrument
in dealing with transboundary impact, but in the member state context, in practice, there are
still some obstacles to achieving the key aspects of TEIA under the Convention, namely
differences in national EIA laws, official languages, or perspective on the transboundary
context between the Party of Origin and Affected Parties. In order to deal with these
problems, international cooperation is therefore a key aspect that is important as the basis of
the cooperation-building process (i.e., consultations between the parties or developing
bilateral or multilateral agreements) for leading to improved decision-making processes for
ensuring environmentally sound and sustainable development. In contrast, in ASEAN
countries, existing agreements still face challenges and have not been very successful due to
limited legislative mechanisms and adherence to the principle of non-interference, known as
the ASEAN way.

This has led to gaps in dealing with transboundary impacts, especially in Thailand,
lacking specific legislative frameworks and instruments to deal with transboundary issues.
Therefore, it leads to a roadmap for implementing TEIA in an ASEAN context, in which
strengthening legislative frameworks will be a good foundation for regional dialogue to
promote regional cooperation for aligning with the goal of the ASEAN agreements.
Moreover, strengthening both national and regional legislative tools in parallel with adapting
them to the ASEAN way is essential for advancing sustainable development and effective

TEIA in the region.
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